
 
 

Growth Group Questions 

August 30, 2026 

“Look  Around” 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Deuteronomy 15:4-5 
 However, there need be no poor people among you, for in the land the LORD your God is giving 

you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, 5 if only you fully obey 

the LORD your God and are careful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. 

 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 
7 If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the LORD your 

God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them. 8 Rather, be openhanded and 

freely lend them whatever they need. 9 Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: “The 

seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near,” so that you do not show ill will toward the 

needy among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing. They may then appeal to 

the LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. 10 Give generously to them and do so 

without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work 

and in everything you put your hand to. 11 There will always be poor people in the land. 

Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and 

needy in your land. 

 

Nehemiah 5:1-13 
1Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their fellow Jews. 2 Some were 

saying, “We and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order for us to eat and stay alive, we 

must get grain.”  3 Others were saying, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards and our 

homes to get grain during the famine.”  4 Still others were saying, “We have had to borrow 

money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and vineyards. 5 Although we are of the same flesh and 

blood as our fellow Jews and though our children are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject 

our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but we are 

powerless, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.” 

 



6 When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. 7 I pondered them in my mind 

and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are charging your own people 

interest!” So I called together a large meeting to deal with them 8 and said: “As far as possible, 

we have bought back our fellow Jews who were sold to the Gentiles. Now you are selling your 

own people, only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept quiet, because they could find 

nothing to say.   

 
9 So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to 

avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies? 10 I and my brothers and my men are also lending the 

people money and grain. But let us stop charging interest! 11 Give back to them immediately their 

fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the interest you are charging them—one 

percent of the money, grain, new wine and olive oil.”  12 “We will give it back,” they said. “And 

we will not demand anything more from them. We will do as you say.” 

 

Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath to do what they had 

promised. 13 I also shook out the folds of my robe and said, “In this way may God shake out of 

their house and possessions anyone who does not keep this promise. So may such a person be 

shaken out and emptied!”  At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the LORD. And 

the people did as they had promised. 

 

Acts 6:1-4 
1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews[a] among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be 

right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and 

sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. 

We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the 

ministry of the word.” 

 

James 2:14-17 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 

such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 

of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 

physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 

action, is dead. 

 

Bryant Myers, Walking With the Poor 

“Poverty is the result of relationships that do not work, that are not just, that are not for life, that 

are not harmonious or enjoyable. Poverty is the absence of shalom in all its meanings.”  

 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. In Deuteronomy 15:7-8, we are told to be “openhanded” rather than “tightfisted” with 

those in need.  What does it mean to you to be “openhanded”? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%206%3A1-4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27103a


2. What Bible verses speak about the importance of being generous with others?  As you 

select a verse, identify the lesson about generosity that you learned from reading this 

verse. 

 

3. When you think about poverty, what comes to your mind? 

 

4. How does the quote from Bryant Myers impact your view of poverty? 

 

5. Myers said that “poverty is the absence of shalom in all its meanings.”  What does that 

say to you? 

 

6. How can we cultivate a heart of generosity and openhandedness? 

 

7. What does it mean that we are all impoverished at some time in our lives? 

 

8. How does the idea that we are all impoverished at some time in our lives change your 

view of how you might be more openhanded with those around you? 

 

PASTOR PAUL’S SERMON QUESTIONS 

1. Is there someone I could come alongside this week and help move toward a greater sense 

of shalom or wholeness? 

 

2. Is there a system or structure around me that needs to change so someone is not 

overlooked or left behind? 

 


