Growth Group Questions
August 9, 2026
“One”

SCRIPTURE

John 17:20-26

20«My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, 2! that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 221 have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 2*I in them and you in me—so that they
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 25 “Righteous
Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent

me. 28T have made you® known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the
love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

Psalm 133
How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity!
21t is like precious oil poured on the head,
running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard,
down on the collar of his robe.
31t is as if the dew of Hermon
were falling on Mount Zion.
For there the LORD bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017%3A20-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26786a

1 Corinthians 1:10-13

10T appeal to you, brothers and sisters,!?) in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
perfectly united in mind and thought. ! My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s

household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 2 What I mean is this: One of
you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas!®”; still
another, “I follow Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized
in the name of Paul?

Acts 11:19-26

19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was
killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among

Jews. 2% Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to
speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 2! The Lord’s hand was
with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 2 When he
arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain
true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and
a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to
Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of
people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

Acts 13:1-3

!'Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger,
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While
they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed
their hands on them and sent them off.

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty, in all things, charity." - Attributed to Rupertus
Meldenius.

QUESTIONS
1. InJohn 17:20-26, Jesus prays for all those who believe in Him to “be one,” and to be
“brought to complete unity.” What do you believe He meant by this request?

2. Pastor Paul said that unity is not the same thing as uniformity. What do you see as the
difference between unity and uniformity?

3. What does it practically look like when Christians live “as one”?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%201%3A10-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28374a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%201%3A10-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28376b

4. What Bible verses help you to better understand what spiritual unity looks like and how it
can be achieved and maintained?

5. Why is Christian unity important?
6. What kind of things can cause disunity among Christians?
7. What can each of us do to help foster and maintain unity with other Christians?

8. Pastor Paul quoted Rupertus Meldenius as saying: “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials,
liberty; in all things charity.” What are your thoughts as you reflect upon this quote.

PASTOR PAUL’S SERMON QUESTIONS
1. Who do I need to do a better job of loving (extending charity to) right now?

2. Think about a recent disagreement. Were you trying to understand where the other
person was coming from, or were you more focused on your own way of thinking?



