Devotional Life Zoom Class

Thank you for your interest in the devotional zoom class and those that were able to attend
Monday.

Jim Sedgwick has put Monday’s class recording online at: https:/ljpres.org/devotional/

Below is the link for the YouTube video of the Four Laws and the Bridge illustration for
your use:

The Four Laws on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvpZI71vu M

The Bridge illustration on YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAzjWByhBdQ

I have attached the following information for your use:

Key slides from the 5" Devotional Zoom meeting.

Memory verse cards for The Four Laws and the Bridge illustration.

The Navigator Bridge illustration information.

A message on The Holy Spirit as The Soul Winner by Ray Stedman.

Next Monday we will finalize the wheel illustration and share some thoughts that may be helpful
about the spiritual gifts God has given us.

Spend some time each morning or during the day with God as you read a portion of His Word
and then fill out the Quiet Time page and One Growth Step on Saturday for the week.

Be aware of the presence of Jesus during your devotional time and through the day. Be ready
to share your Saturday Week Summary and One Growth Step you decide on.

Hope to see you at our zoom meeting Monday night at 6:30.
| will send you a refreshed zoom link next Sunday.
May you enjoy Gods’ presence each morning,

Marvin
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The 4 Laws

. God loves you and created you to know Him
personally.

2. Man is sinful and separated from God, so we cannot
know Him personally or experience His love.

3. Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin.
Through Him alone we can know God personally and
experience His love.

4. We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord; then we can know God personally and
experience His love.

The 4 Laws

Jesus last said — Acts 1

“But you will receive power

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8)

The Bridge Assignment For The Week

THE WHEEL

+ Continue with a time and place to meet with God each day.
« Fill out your quiet time page for the chapters you read.

Ramans 6:23

in ChristTesus ur Laord.

Koinonia

Jik

+ When we meet next Monday, we will discuss your One Growth Step.

+ Review the Four Laws or the Bridge illustration on YouTube.

+ Learn one of the gospel presentations that you can use if appropriate
when you are a witness for Jesus.

+ Write out your personal witness that you can learn to give in one minute.

* Ask Jesus and the Holy Spirit to help you see opportunities
they provide you to be a witness.
+ Ask afriend if you can share with them how you became a Christian.

+ The main thing is to spend some time with God each day in His Word.




1. God loves you

For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

Jn 3:16 NIV

2. Man is sinful

glory of God,

Rom 3:23 NIV

For all have sinned and fall short of the

The Bridge

For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in[a] Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Rom 6:23 NIV

3. Jesus is God’s provision for sin

But God demonstrates His own love
for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom 5:8 NIV

4. We must receive Jesus

Yet to all who did receive Him, to
those who believed in His name, He
gave the right to become children of
God.

Jn 1:12 NIV

The 4 Laws

1. God loves you and created you to know Him

personally.

Man is sinful and separated from God, so

we cannot know Him personally or experience

His love.

. Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s
sin. Through Him alone we can know God
personally or experience His love.

. We must individually receive Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord; then we can know God
personally and experience His love.

2.
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Some of the oldest questions
humankind has been asking are,
“How can I know God?” What is

He like? What can we do to please
Him? How can we get to Heaven? If
we work hard enough to be a good
enough person will He accept us
then? If we do enough religious
activities to get His attention, will
that do it?

Fortunately for us, the answer is
surprisingly simple. The “Gospel”
that the Bible talks about literally
means, “the Good News,” and the
news is good indeed!

@ navigators

We have to start at the beginning.
In Genesis 1:26, when God created
the first humans, He said, “Let us
make mankind in our image, in our
likeness”, then God blessed them and
spent the days walking and talking
with the people He had created. In
short, life was good.

But why isn't life like that anymore?
What happened to mess everything
up? This brings us to the second
point: when we (humankind) chose to
do the opposite of what God told us,
sin poisoned the world. Sin separat-
ed us from God, and everything
changed. Romans 3:23 says, “For all
have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God,” and in Isaiah 59:2 we're told,

“your iniquities have separated you
from your God; your sins have hidden
his face from you so that he will not
hear.”

This is especially bad news because
there is no way for us to get across
that gap on our own. We (human-
kind) have tried to find our way back
to God and a perfect world on our
own ever since then, and without any
luck. We try to get there by being
good people, or through religion,
money, morality, philosophy, educa-
tion, or any number of other ways, but
eventually we find out that none of

it works. “There is a way that seems
right to a man, but in the end it leads
to death” (Proverbs 14:12).



There is only one way to find peace
with God, and the Bible says it

is through Jesus Christ. \We were
stranded without any way of getting
back to our Creator, and we needed

a way to pay for our sins and be clean
again so that we could be welcomed
back to be with Him. Romans 5:8
says, “But God demonstrates His own
love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” So this is
the Good News—that even though
we were still enemies of God (as one
translation says), Jesus came to die
on the cross and pay the price for our
sins so that we could have a relation-
ship with Him again. John 3:16 says,
“For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only son, that who-
ever believes in Him shall not perish
but have eternal life.”

This brings us to the last and most
important part. John 5:24 says, I

tell you the truth, whoever hears my
word and believes Him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be con-
demned; he has crossed over from
death to life.” Jesus Christ himself
even says, ‘I have come that they may

@ navigators

have life, and have it to the full” (John
10:10), and Romans 5:1 says, “we have
peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

So how can I have peace with God,
life to the full, and be confident of
eternal life like these verses say?
First, through an honest prayer to
God, | have to admit that I'm not per-
fect—that | can’t escape my sins, and
| can't save myself. | follow this ad-
mission by believing that Jesus Christ
died for me on the cross and rose
from the grave, conquering death
and sin. Then | invite Jesus Christ to
live in me and be the Lord of my life,
accepting His free gift of eternal life
with Him.

The prayer can go something like
this: “Dear Jesus, | know that | am a
sinner and that | need You to forgive
me. | know that You died a pain-

ful death so that my sins could be
washed clean. Thank you. | want to
make You the Lord of my life, and |
will trust and follow You. Everything
| have is Yours now. In Your name,
Lord. Amen.”

There is nothing magical about these
words. It's not the words themselves
that make things right between you
and God—it's whether or not your
heart really means it. We know this
because in 1 Samuel 16:7, the Bible
says, “The Lord does not look at the
things people look at. People look

at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart.”

The best part of this whole process

is that it doesn’t matter how badly
we've messed up, Jesus is powerful
enough

to save anyone from their sins—even
the worst of us. Romans 10:13 says,
“Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved.” That's fantas-
tic news—no matter how badly we've
messed up, we can place our com-
plete trust in Jesus, and He will wipe
all of our sins off the face of the earth.
Jesus is the bridge to life.

THIS TOOL IS MEANT TO BE SHARED.

To download the Bridge to Life illustration visit navlink.org/bridge

BRIDGE TO LIFE © 1969 (2016) BY THE NAVIGATORS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

ALL SCRIPTURE QUOTATIONS, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED, ARE TAKEN FROM THE HOLY BIBLE,

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV®. COPYRIGHT ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 BY BIBLICA, INC.™

USED BY PERMISSION OF ZONDERVAN. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED WORLDWIDE. WWW.ZONDERVAN.COM

THE “NIV” AND “NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION" ARE TRADEMARKS REGISTERED
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BY BIBLICA, INC.™



One of the oldest questions humankind has been asking is, “How can | know God?” The
question is a valid one. What is He like? What can we do to please Him? How can we
get to Heaven? If we work hard enough to be a good enough person will He accept us
then? If we do enough religious activities to get His attention, will that do it?

Fortunately for us, the answer is surprisingly simple. The “Gospel” that the Bible talks
about literally means, “the Good News,” and the news is good indeed!

£ -First, we have to start at the beginning. In Genesis 1:26, when
God created the first humans, He said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our
likeness”, then God blessed them and spent the days walking and talking with the
people He had created. In short, life was good.
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But why isn’t life like that anymore? What happened to mess
everything up? This brings us to the second point: when we (humankind) chose to do
the opposite of what God told us, sin poisoned the world. Sin separated us from God,
and everything changed. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,” and in Isaiah 59:2 we’re told, “your iniquities have separated you from
your God; your sins have hidden his face from you so that he will not hear.”

This is especially bad news because there is no way for us to get across that gap on our
own. We (humankind) have tried to find our way back to God and a perfect world on our
own ever since then, and without any luck. We try to get there by being good people, or
through religion, money, morality, philosophy, education, or any number of other ways,
but eventually we find out that none of it works. “There is a way that seems right to a
man, but in the end it leads to death” (Proverbs 14:12).
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There is only one way to find peace with God, and the Bible
says it is through Jesus Christ. We were stranded without any way of getting back to our
Creator, and we needed a way to pay for our sins and be clean again so that we could
be welcomed back to be with Him. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” So this is the Good
News—that even though we were still enemies of God (as one translation says), Jesus
came to die on the cross and pay the price for our sins so that we could have a


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/gen.1.26
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.3.23
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/ISA.59.2
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/PRO.14.12
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/ROM.5.8

relationship with Him again. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave
His one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.”
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What then should be our reaction to this awesome news? This
brings us to the last and most important part. John 5:24 says, “l tell you the truth,
whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life and will not be
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” Jesus Christ himself even says, ‘I
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10), and Romans
5:1 says, “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

So how can | have peace with God, life to the full, and be confident of eternal life like
these verses say? First, through an honest prayer to God, | have to admit that I'm not
perfect—that | can’t escape my sins, and | can’t save myself. | follow this admission by
believing that Jesus Christ died for me on the cross and rose from the grave,
conquering death and sin. Then | invite Jesus Christ to live in me and be the Lord of my
life, accepting His free gift of eternal life with Him.

The prayer can go something like this:

“‘Dear Jesus, | know that | am a sinner and that | need You to forgive me. | know that
You died a painful death so that my sins could be washed clean. Thank you. | want to
make You the Lord of my life, and I will trust and follow You. Everything | have is Yours
now. In Your name, Lord. Amen.”

There is nothing magical about these words. It's not the words themselves that make
things right between you and God—it’s whether or not your heart really means it. We
know this because in 1 Samuel 16:7, the Bible says, “The Lord does not look at the
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.”

The best part of this whole process is that it doesn’t matter how badly we've messed up,
Jesus is powerful enough to save anyone from their sins—even the worst of

us. Romans 10:13 says, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
That’s fantastic news—no matter how badly we’ve messed up, we can place our
complete trust in Jesus, and He will wipe all of our sins off the face of the earth. Jesus is
the bridge to life.

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™
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The Holy Spirit As The Soul Winner
Ray Stedman

| would like to begin a new series of studies on a very important theme: Witnessing.

We are deliberately scheduling this right after our ABC's of the Christian Faith course, with the hope
that many of you who took that course will also move right out into the joy of Christian witnessing. I'm
sure anyone here who has ever had the experience of being an instrument of God to lead another
person to Christ will agree it is one of the most exciting things to see another person's whole life
transformed by a witness you have brought. I've seen men in business, men in government who are
accustomed to dealing with people and handling power, literally stop and quiver, tremble with
excitement over the realization that God had used them to reach someone for Christ. This brings
such excitement to the Christian's life.

I'm going to feel my way along in this, because together with some other longstanding concepts of the
Christian life, I've had to do some revising of my thinking about witnessing. | have observed this on
the Christian scene for quite a number of years and have compared what | see with what the
scriptures teach, to correct what | have done and seen others do, by the scriptures. This is the first
attempt | have made since rather thoroughly overhauling my concepts of witnessing to state my
views, so you will excuse me as | feel my way along.

Much of what is taught about witnessing today has bothered me for a very long time, and I've tried to
put my finger on what is wrong with much of this. | feel | can approach this, as | have recently learned
to do, much better from the positive than from the negative, not just denouncing what is wrong. |
would like to begin with what | feel is the most essential ingredient, the first lesson you must learn if
you intend to be a successful witness for Christ.

There is a sense in which every Christian, whether or not he talks about Christ, is a witness. Jesus
said to his disciples in Acts 1:8, "You shall be witnesses unto me." He didn't say you may want to be.
He said "When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be witnesses unto me." It is literally true
that if we have been born again by the Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ we are witnesses.
Everything we do, the attitudes we take, the opinions we express, the reactions we have to situations,
the actions we take toward other people, all are telling people what kind of Christian we are, or
whether or not we are really Christians. The question is not shall we be witnesses. The question
really is what kind of witness are we? Are we good or poor witnesses, because whatever we do we
are witnesses.

That being inevitably true, there is also an additional aspect of witnessing which | want to primarily
focus on in this study together, which is how do you talk to someone about Christ? This is what
bothers us, isn't it? Many of us are by nature shy, and reluctant to bring up subjects that may be
highly controversial. We sometimes feel that this matter of "religion", as the world calls it, or faith in
Christ is such a highly personal nature that we feel very timorous about raising the subject. We feel,
perhaps properly so, that people are indifferent and sensitive in this area, and that they would be
highly incensed if we tried to probe. Most of us have had some experience with people who have
utterly thrown aside courtesy and tactfulness and have left a very bad taste with many people, and we
don't want to be guilty of that. So many Christians almost condition themselves not to witness.

| think we therefore need to begin with this basic and vital factor. It was a great help in my own
experience when | saw clearly and experientially the truth of what | am going to mention. | want to
begin by pointing out who is the soul winner, because in all the world's history there has only been
one soul winner, and it is not us. It is the Holy Spirit. He is the only one who has any possible
capability of winning souls. We can never over-emphasize this. We are not salesmen for God, with a
mandate to talk people into buying something. No matter how much that analogy may be used in



trying to encourage Christians to witness, it is basically not right because it is not the same
relationship. No salesman is dependent upon a person working with him to do the job properly. Yet
that is who we are as witnesses for Christ. We are not the one who does the soul winning, ever.
There are a lot of implications of that. It means first of all that we do not have the power to convince
people to become Christians, nor do we have the ability to reason or argue, nor is a person won to
Christ by trying to argue with them. This means we can relax about an approach, and if the Holy Spirit
has not already prepared a heart and made them ready and willing to listen, there is nothing we can
do to make them so, other than to pray for them. Let me pause for a moment and show you why this
is true, why this is solely the work of the Holy Spirit.

Remember what the scripture says is the condition of man without Christ? What is it?

"Dead"! Now how far do you think you would get if you took a Dale Carnegie course and went to
graveyards to sell Fuller brushes to corpses? This is not the technique that is called for in the matter
of witnessing. When scripture says that men and women are "dead in trespasses and sins", it isn't
just using language lightly. That is exactly the relationship they are in; therefore, every attempt to try
to argue or reason a person into salvation apart from the Holy Spirit is futile. It is like arguing with a
corpse. A corpse has only one great need, and that is life. You may get the most eloquent and erudite
books in the library and read to it at great length all the philosophical elements for life, but it will not
give him life. You may shake a stick over him and demand he obey the law, but that won't help. He
needs life. This is the reason only the great Life-giver can do the work of soul winning. You don't have
to beg him to do it. He is far more willing to do it than you are, but he does it with the ones of his
choice, not your choice.

That is the next principle. What did Jesus say to Nicodemus about the Holy Spirit when he came to
him by night? The wind, he said, blows where it desires. You hear the sound of it but you cannot tell
where it goes or where it comes from. By that he means that the Spirit of God is sovereign. You never
know where he is going to work. You never know what kind of person he is going to choose and bring
to life. But apart from that quickening work of the Spirit it is useless to try to win someone to Christ. It
is only as the Spirit of God touches and blows upon them that they are prepared to receive the word
of life. Now | grant you that the elect, or the heirs of salvation (or whatever term you may want to use)
do not go around with a red spot in the middle of their forehead or a yellow stripe down their back or
any visible sign that identifies who they are. That being so, we must always sow our seed "by every
water" as the scripture says, and there is no harm in making a probing attempt in any circumstance to
talk with someone about Christ.

But learn to recognize that if there is no response, if it's rebuffed for the moment, you don't need to
press the matter. In other words, witnessing is not grabbing someone by the coat lapel, backing them
into a corner and arguing them into the faith. That kind of tactic has driven many away.

Let me give you this little method which may help you as it has helped me. Witnessing is primarily the
right person in the right place saying the right thing at the right time, to prepared hearts, hearts
already prepared and made hungry by the awakening touch of the Holy Spirit in that person'’s life.
This will be, therefore, relaxed, joyful, unhurried, non-pressured approach, because you will know you
are the right person in the right place, saying the right thing at the right time.

Think of some of the experiences of witnessing recorded in the New Testament, to see if this is true.

1. Take our Lord's own witnessing to Nicodemus. Wasn't that a case of the right man in the right
place saying the right thing at the right time? Here was a man who came already prepared. Of
course when someone comes to you with a religious question, you can be almost certain they
are a prepared person.



2. Take a casual encounter, the one of the woman at the well. As you think through that story,
wasn't that the case of the right person, in the right place at the right time? Here was a woman
completely prepared. I'm not sure Jesus knew when he first saw her that she was a prepared
person, but so responsive was he to the promptings of the Holy Spirit within him that he
immediately recognized from the way she responded that here was one who was ready.

3. The case of Philip and the Eunuch was clearly another case of the right man in the right place
at the right time. Here is a man riding in his chariot reading the gospel and the obvious
qguestion to ask was "do you understand what you are reading?" It's a clear indication of the
leading of the Holy Spirit that his answer was he was reading Isaiah 53.

Who had put it in his heart to do that? Obviously the right person at the right time.

This is what witnessing is. The Holy Spirit prepares the heart and then speaks through you to say the
right thing, which is the gospel, to a prepared person under the timely circumstances. That is basically
what witnessing will always be. If you start on that basis you will by-pass so much grief and
unhappiness, so much false effort and failure. Unfortunately we are deluged with false principles of
witnessing. You can get courses from various Christian sources that will treat witnessing as though it
is just another method of salesmanship wherein the gospel is just a commodity and you are to go out
door-to-door, contacting everyone no matter who they are and no matter their response, trying to talk
them into becoming a Christian. But this is a basic ignoring of the basic facts about the lost. They are
dead, and they need the quickening touch of the Spirit. He is more eager to bring you in touch with
the person He is working with than you are. All you need to do is keep an alert ear and eye and keep
little feelers going out until you get a response.

I've brought along some papers to illustrate what | feel is a very false concept of witnessing. This very
earnest, and I'm sure utterly sincere, Christian teacher has launched an enterprise all centered
around witnessing, and in everything he publishes he uses the title "made easy": "soul-winning made
easy", "visitation made easy", "salvation made easy" death made easy--everything made easy. This
is the summary in his opening article: "Maybe it has come about unconsciously, but we have allowed
a horrible tradition to rise. We have come to the place where we think it's all right to have unsaved
people in the Sunday School. If you don't think that's criminal, the tradition has engulfed you too.
There is no excuse for a single unsaved person in the Sunday School and | mean that with all the

vigor | possess. Think about it."

And then he goes on to list why there is no excuse, and the reason, he says, is that it indicates a
teacher is not being faithful in presenting Christ. His argument is that if a teacher presents Christ
everyone will decide. Then answering an anticipated argument he quotes someone as saying,
"Brother, do you realize what you are saying?" "Indeed | do. It's shocking to say that there should be
no unsaved in the Sunday School. It's risky for me to put it in print. Usually | have the advantage of
being before a crowd where | can demonstrate the technique of working with the Holy Spirit to
present Christ alive.Once they see a demonstration of the plan of soul-winning made easy, no
teacher in the crowd ever bothers to disagree, because the truth is crystal-clear. Every teacher can
master this very simple process and then when he presents it to his class, even to first-time visitors,
there is no reason why every one of them will not become a Christian. This is why | can say there is
no excuse for a single unsaved person in the Sunday School. When | was a pastor it was unheard of
for people to come to our church and go away without facing Christ in a person-to-person situation."
It is all a build-up to taking his course so that you can win every soul by this easy process. This as |
have already suggested is based upon a very false concept. In response to this challenge of whether
it is right or wrong to have unsaved in the Sunday School, | would just like to ask him what he would
say to the Lord about the presence of Judas among the disciples. He was with them for three and a
half years, yet he was not saved. Would this man flunk the Lord Jesus in his course on soul-winning?



You see it isn't our job to convict people. Once we get that in our heads we do not need to take all the
high-powered arguments by which we pressure and convince people, answer all their rebuffs and
resistance, that makes us find witnessing hard to do. We feel inadequate, and of course we are. But
we are not inadequate to talk about what Christ has done for us. Witnessing is simply sharing with
someone who has already been awakened by the Spirit to listen and already has a heart hunger to
hear more. Even though the fagade may seem at first to be indifference, you get beneath that and
you will discover a hungry heart who wants to hear what happened to you. That is what witnessing is.
We want to learn a lot more, but | want to stress this one point for now--that the Holy Spirit is the one
who does the work. | want to share a few highlights from a fine article in Eternity magazine this month
called "Witnessing is Not Brain-washing". The entire article is very valuable, but | want to share this
one section on the matter of salesmanship:

"Another problem underlining our passion for results is that we belong to a salesman culture. The real
representative of the twentieth century is not the scientist or the missile man but the salesman. He is
the man who really keeps the wheels turning, and the success of the salesman is measured by the
number of things he can sell. If he sells things, he is "in". Many salesmen have secret doubts about
the quality of the product they are selling. They must repress these doubts, however, and use the
technique they have been schooled in. Indeed big companies have their own techniques for keeping
the salesman's morale in high pitch. The salesman must dress well and drive a nice car. This creates
an aura of success, and success breeds success. He must be interested in his customers, and his
interest must be genuine. Yet can any interest be genuine when the ultimate motive is a sale? The
salesman must demonstrate not only the virtue of his product, but his product is just what the client
needs. The Fuller Brush man is trying genuinely to help Mrs. Smith solve her housekeeping
problems, but she must solve them now. Why wait? An unparalleled offer is being made to her of
something she needs now. She will actually be saving money by buying brushes.

"Living in a world of door-to-door salesmen and their more sophisticated cousins in radio and
television commercials, of magazine ads and a thousand and one publicity stunts, it is only natural
that we should think of the gospel as one more thing to sell. Indeed many teachers openly state that
evangelism is a matter of salesmanship. The comparisons are obvious. We do have something the
whole world needs. We are responsible to get the knowledge of this something or someone to every
creature. Time is important. Men and women should be deciding for our product (excuse the
loathsome word), but there are dangers in the comparison. Mrs. Smith may under the salesman's
technique buy brushes, and later realize that it was not what she wanted to do at all. She has been in
a mild way, brain-washed. It will be annoying for her, but no great tragedy.

"It is a far more tragic thing if a man's decision for Christ represents merely giving way to Christian
salesmanship. In the first place, if the Holy Spirit has not been at work in his heart he is not born
again, his faith is not saving faith. He has a false hope. If on the other hand he later reacts against his
conversion which was false in the first place, his sales resistance will increase sharply against the
gospel in the future. All over the world there are vast numbers of people who are doubly on their
guard against the gospel because they have passed through a spurious conversion experience.
"What's more, the salesman concept is full of moral pitfalls. It goes against the very nature of witness.
Dress well? Why? To impress. For testimony's sake? Does testimony consist of a public image?
Worse still, are you one of those miserable Christians who is trying to put on a victorious front to
attract people to Christ? This of course is the spiritual equivalent of a sharp suit. You smile, or you're
supposed to, because a Christian is joyful. You try to be Christ-like, though you have no idea what
Christ-likeness is. It's part of the technique. You must attract people to Christ, and if this means
suppressing some of the real you and putting on a big act in public, well, that's part of the testimony.
The real you pops out in the bedroom where there is nobody but God to see you, and he doesn't
matter because he's not a customer. He's already on the right side.



"Has it never dawned on you that the essence of witness, a big part of evangelism, is just plain old
honesty? You are salt, whether you feel like it or not. You're not told to act like salt, but to be what you
are. You are light. God has done a work in your life. Don't try to shine. Let the light God put there
shine out, that's all. Now to let your light shine demands no more than honesty. It demands honesty
before unbelievers. In fact such honesty is in itself ninety percent of witnessing. Witnessing is not
putting on a Christian front so as to convince prospective customers. Witnessing is being honest, that
is being true to what God has made you in your speech and in your day-by-day behavior." (And |
might add, not claiming to be further than you have come to in your Christian experience.)

"Such honesty will demand that you talk about Christian things with unbelievers with whom you
converse. The fact that you have in the past had to create openings to talk about spiritual things
proves that sub-consciously you have been avoiding openings that are continually being presented to
you."

(You see, it's the Holy Spirit who gives you openings, and he is doing it all the time. Our job as
witnesses, then, is not to make openings but to simply find the ones that are there. And they are
always there.)

"We all hide our real selves behind a front to preserve the image we create, the man that we talk,
laugh and behave in a certain way. Our talk is designed to create an impression on the people we talk
to build up or preserve the image of ourselves we wish to sell. Now for many of us this means adding
certain Christian features to this image. But in doing so, we are preaching ourselves, not Christ. Real
witness, on the other hand, means abolishing the front behind which we hide, not modifying it. To live
behind a front is to hide my light under a bushel. It is falseness, and falseness is opaque to divine
light. Now if you are even partially honest (total honesty is rare and difficult) in a conversation with an
unbeliever, you will find it extremely difficult to avoid talking about Christian things.

You say it is difficult to witness? | maintain that with a little honesty it is almost impossible not to
witness."

Now does that give you a different slant on the business of witnessing? The only witness in the world
is the Holy Spirit. He is the one who came into the world to bear witness of Christ, and he is doing his
work. We don't have to ask him to do it, or plead with him. He is already doing it. It isn't our job to
seize upon someone that we like and pray the Holy Spirit will withess to him. Our job is to recognize
the one to whom the Holy Spirit is already witnessing, and open up to them. We could just stop right
here, and if you get this principle you can start witnessing tomorrow. There are some other aspects
we can look at, what to avoid and what not to avoid, and certain helpful passages, but if you once
learn that great and central secret of witnessing, that you are simply an accomplice of an invisible
silent witness who has already done the job of preparing the heart, you will discover witnessing is
really easy. But you didn't make it so--the Lord did!

PRAYER:

Our Father we thank you for the joy of witnessing, the fact that you have called us to be
witnesses and in discovering that we are withesses we can know its excitement, what a
thrilling and joyful thing it is to withess, and what an easy thing it is once we learn you are
able to do it all through us, in us, by us. We pray thou wilt lead us in these discussions
together that we may understand these principles clearly and be right from the beginning the
right person in the right place saying the right things to the right person. We ask in Christ's
name. Amen.



