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Today is the Day.

CALBRE# 01365343

Children’s Pool Walk, Scripps Park Pavilion get city support
By Ashley Mackin

Two improvement projects under the auspices 
of La Jolla Parks & Beaches (LJP&B) — Children’s 
Pool Walk Beautification and Scripps Park Pavilion 
Renovation — have each been made a priority and 
been recommended for funding. A third, the 
Whale View Point Shoreline Enhancement Project, 
is also working toward beautifying the shoreline 
area of Coast Boulevard. With three major projects 

launching, LJP&B must now rearrange the 
priorities list it’s tasked with creating each year.

 
Children’s Pool Walk

The San Diego Development Services Department 
drafted a Mitigated Negative Declaration on the 
Children’s Pool Walk Beautification Project, based 
on study findings that the project will not have a 
significant effect on the environment. Comments 

on the adequacy of the document are being 
accepted through Nov. 21 The Declaration can be 
found at sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/
notices/index.shtml — search for Project No. 
362882. Comments can be sent to DSDEAS@
sandiego.gov with the project name and number 
in the subject line.

See Parks & Beaches, A4

By Ashley Mackin
The La Jolla chapter of 

National League of Young 
Men (NLYM), in addition to 
being one of the newest 
chapters for the service and 
leadership organization, is 
also San Diego’s first. 
Launched in October, NLYM 
pairs mothers and sons 
together to engage in 
community service, develop 
leadership skills, attend 
cultural events and undergo 
etiquette training.

It was founded to be a 
similar program to the 
National Charity League for 
young women. 

NLYM La Jolla Historian 
Kimberly Gambling, a 
former Charity League 
member, said when she had 
sons, she hoped there would 
be something similar for 
them. Finding none, she 
asked friends with sons to 
explore the idea, and 
eventually found NLYM. 

To qualify, boys must live 
or go to school in the 92037 
ZIP code. Dues are $150 per 
year, and each participant is 
expected to be a member for 
all four years of high school.

Organized in classes that 
correlate with students’ 
grade level, there is currently 

See League, A24

La Jolla 
Presbyterian 

Church:
Working to make  
the community a 

better place

ENLIGHTENING LA JOLLA SINCE 1913

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

SAN DIEGO, CA
PERMIT NO. 1980

ResidentIal Customer
La Jolla, CA 92037

ECRWSS
ONLINE DAILY AT lajollalight.comVol. 103, Issue 44 • November 6, 2014

La Jolla

Light 
An Edition of

565 Pearl St., Suite 300 
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 459-4201
lajollalight.com

n Business, A12
n Opinion, A18
n Obituaries, A19
n Crime News, A20
n Calendar, A22
n Sports, A26

n Let Inga Tell You, B3
n On The Menu, B4
n Theater, B10
n Social Life, B12
n Best Bets, B14
n Classifieds, B19
n Real Estate, B22

INSIDE

Homecoming Game  
vs Kearny High Komets 
6:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 7

Edwards Stadium

Tuesday, Nov. 11

The church has grown to benefit members and non-members with a variety of services and programs.
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Editor’s Note: This is the first in a 
new bimonthly La Jolla Light series 
examining the various faith 
communities in our town and the 
people within them. Reporter Linda 
Hutchison and photographer Milan 
Kovacevic will take us into the familiar 
buildings for insight on what goes on 
inside … and why. 

By Linda Hutchison

La Jolla Presbyterian Church has 
expanded and evolved  
considerably since its humble be-

ginnings in 1905, when 10 worshippers 
gathered in a tent on Eads Avenue. 
Now, with a five-building campus filling 
the block at Draper and Kline, the 
church has close to 1,500 members, 

placing it among the top 100 Presby-
terian churches in the country.

At the heart of the church, however, 
its vision remains the same — to value 
relationships with God and one 
another and to preach the gospel and 
share Christ, according to Rev. Dr. Paul 
Cunningham, pastor and head of staff. 
“We also have four core values that 
help inform us, and that we use as 

See Faith Communities, A8
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From Faith Communities, A1

guidelines for living and for choosing our 
programs,” Rev. Cunningham explained. 
The values are: Nurturing, being committed to 
nurturing relationships and sharing the 
hope of Christ; Equipping, being equipped to 
share this hope by offering a place to 
worship, learn/study and serve; Going,  
going into the world to make disciples and 
make a difference; and Celebrating, 
celebrating the movement of God whether 
in worship or special occasions.

Using these values as guidelines, the 
church has grown to benefit both members 
and non-members with a full, vibrant lineup 
of services, programs and events.

“Our role is helping make our community 
a better place,” said Rev. Cunningham. “What 
I find impressive is that there are 1,000 
people here on Sunday, but 800 during the 
week for both church and non-church 
groups.” Extending hospitality to groups 
such as Boy Scouts, Kiwanis and Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA) is part of being a good 
neighbor, according to Cunningham.

“God has blessed us with considerable 
resources and they are well used,” added Jim 
Sedgwick, the church’s communications 
director. “That is a bigger blessing to the 
community.”

“We are very busy,” he added, sharing a 
copy of a full monthly calendar with several 
meetings and events scheduled each day.

In addition to three Sunday worship services 
a week, the church offers several Sunday 
school classes for children, a community, 
multi-denominational Bible study meeting, 
support and study groups for members of  

An interior view of La Jolla Presbyterian Church.  Photos by Milan Kovacevic s
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La Jolla Real Estate Brokers Association

REBA agents are your neighbors too.
Ask your agent if they’re a REBA member.

Bringing agents together to get deals done for 90 years!
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REBA agents get REsults

Nothing makes friends like a place near the beach.
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• Condo Care with a 15-point checklist

 • Bungalow Care with a 26-point checklist

• Estate Care with a 26-point checklist

We offer

Regular monitoring of a home is shown 
to be the difference between 

damage and disaster.
Home Watch Services are a vital resource to any

seasonal or absentee homeowner.

Visit www.CoastHomeWatch.com to find the perfect 
plan to ensure your peace of mind for your home.
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& Operated 

Licensed, Insured  
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all ages, a pre-school with 56 children, exercise 
and ESL classes, a Vacation Bible School 
serving 175 children, weddings, funerals and 
baptisms, and many musical concerts.

Musical groups include an adult choir of 
60 members, youth and children’s choir, a 
brass orchestra with 15 members, a full 
orchestra with 25 members, a handbell choir 
and a worship band. The church also offers 
a popular, ongoing concert series free to the 
community.

These programs all help the church 
maintain and grow, according to Rev. 
Cunningham, despite a worldwide decline 
in church membership. “We also put a lot of 
focus on young members, ages 25-45, the 
fastest growing group,” he said.

In keeping with the church’s core value of 
Going, it includes many mission ministries, 
both in countries around the world and 
locally. Working with partners, the church’s 
local missions include helping refugees and 
immigrants, the homeless, inner-city youth 
and prisoners. “We are all missionaries. Our 
neighborhood is our mission field,” said 
Cunningham.

Originally from Fresno, Cunningham 
arrived in La Jolla in 2006 after spending 14 
years as a pastor in Texas. He and his wife, 
Shannon, have a daughter at La Jolla High 
School and a son at Muirlands Middle 
School. He said he did not set out to become 
a pastor, earning a degree in finance with 
plans to become a CPA, “but God moved my 
heart along,” he said.

Active in church work and youth ministry, 
he was encouraged by his pastor to follow 
his heart and earned his doctorate in divinity 
at Princeton. Not that his undergraduate 

degree is wasted. “Understanding finance 
has been a blessing,” he said. Cunningham 
oversees a staff of 51 full- and part-time 
employees, including five pastors.

The church recently started a new 
fundraising campaign to pay for a $3 
million renovation. This will include a 
redesigned sanctuary, with more room in 
the chancel for musical performances; 
completely remodeled children’s classrooms 
and increased accessibility for those with 
wheelchair and strollers, which will include 
a ramp on Draper Avenue; an elevator to the 
children’s classrooms on the second floor of 

the children’s wing; and a bridge/lift from 
the administration building to the second 
floor of the SunHouse youth building. “We 
expect to be completed in October 2015 in 
time for our 110th birthday,” said Sedgwick.

The upcoming renovation is one of several 
the church has undergone since its 
founding. Its first building, known as the 
Little Brown Church, was built in 1906 and 
moved to Eads and Kline in 1912. It was 
followed by the original sanctuary in 1928, 
the chapel and surrounding rooms in 1939, 
the SunHouse youth room in 1951, the 
enlarged sanctuary and first phase of the 

Christian education building in 1957, the 
completion of the education building in 
1965, and the Life Center and 
Administration Building in 2004.

Currently the church is planning its 
Thanksgiving and Christmas events, 
including a toy drive for military families 
and cookie decorating after the La Jolla 
Christmas Parade on Dec. 7. Those 
interested can follow the camel from the 
parade to the church. u

n Coming in the Nov. 20 issue: Mary, 
Star of the Sea Catholic Church.

La Jolla Presbyterian Church
■  Address: 7715 Draper Ave., La Jolla 

■  Phone: (858) 454-0713

■  Website: ljpres.org

■  Year Established: 1905

■  Members: 1,450

■  Average Sunday Attendance: 950

■  Worship Services Provided: Sunday Services Traditional,  
8:45 and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary; Contemporary 10 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall; streaming live online and archived on a podcast.

■  Community Programs: Monthly welcome lunches; 
educational classes for adults and children; community multi-
denominational Bible study; nursery school and pre-school; 
growth groups; ministries for men, women, children, seniors and 
married couples; mission trips; caring ministry for those in need; 
choral and orchestra groups; free concert series.

■  Leadership:  
• Rev. Dr. Paul Cunningham, head of staff/pastor 
• Rev. Stan Beard, pastor of seniors ministries 
• Rev. Daryl Bryant, pastor of administration 
• Rev. Craig Deane, pastor of community life 
• Rev. Jeff Pearson, pastor of caring ministries 
• Rev. Mike Sedgwick, pastor of youth and children
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